
Pentecost 6A St Luke’s Modbury 12.7.20 
 
Genesis 25.19-34 
Ps 119.05-112 
Ro 8.1-11 
Mt 13.1-9, 18-23 
 
Lynn and I have a number of hobbies we enjoy. For instance, we are beekeepers and 
we have two beehives at Bishops Court. We also enjoy bicycle riding in the warmer 
weather; bushwalking; and exploring the area around Adelaide which can get to in a 
day-which is quite a lot. We also enjoy gardening. We like the kind of gardening 
which produces results you can eat! When I compare the way we garden with the 
method used in today’s gospel parable there is a huge difference. We plant in 
straight lines and we don’t waste any seed or seedlings. We expect everything to 
come up and produce fruit and are disappointed if it doesn’t. 
 
That’s such a contrast with the farmer in today’s parable who seems to be happy to 
be wasteful. He just flings the seed around and seems to take potluck. Some seed 
apparently lands on the path, some on rocky ground, some on shallow soil as well as 
some on good soil. As the farmer broadcasts the seed he doesn’t know what is going 
to germinate, what is going to make it to harvest and what the crop is going to be 
like. The farmer in this parable seems a bit wasteful and careless really. 
 
The setting for this parable is important. Large crowds had been following Jesus. 
Back in chapter 12 verse 15, we read: ‘many crowds followed, and he cured all of 
them’. At the start of today’s reading we have: ‘such large crowds gathered around 
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the 
beach’. 
 
Lots of people were following Jesus and he looked like a great success, but maybe 
Jesus told this parable because he knew how fickle people can be. The text says he 
told this parable to large crowds, but maybe he knew what he said wouldn’t take 
root, and most people would give up on him. That understanding is certainly 
reinforced by the second half of the gospel reading where Jesus interprets the 
parable for the disciples. 
 
Another way of looking at this parable is that it describes the way things are as we 
wait for the kingdom of God to come. Lots of generous blessing with not a lot of 
certainty about success. Until the end.  
 
In the parable Jesus has us first focus on what looks like a lot of wasteful, chancy 
activity, and then before he finishes, he asks us to look at the miraculous harvest, the 
great and surprising success.  



 
We live in a society where economic rationalism rules the roost. That means if we 
don’t get the result we want, and quickly, we cut the activity. It means there are 
endless efforts to make things more efficient. Lots of time and effort is spent 
targeting markets so effort isn’t wasted at all.  
This seems quite a contrast to the situation Jesus describes in the parable- what is in 
most ways is a very inefficient way of farming. 
 
Jesus was there speaking and teaching crowds of people with no idea of how many 
would actually become disciples, and how many of those would continue, and how 
many of those would produce fruit as disciples. Jesus healed everyone he came 
across. He didn’t make them sign a contract before he healed them. He didn’t 
require them to repent and accept him and promise to follow before he set them 
free from evil. Jesus was prodigious in his blessings. You could even say he was 
wasteful in his blessings. 
He flung the good news of the kingdom out there in a careless way just like the 
farmer did with the seed; not knowing what it would produce; not knowing who 
would follow; not knowing how many would bear fruit. 
 
What might this be saying to us as followers of Jesus? Well, we don’t know what 
results will come from our activities, either as individuals or as the Christian 
community of St Luke at Modbury.  
 
In God’s kingdom there is indiscriminate sowing. So that means we will talk to 
anyone about Jesus, and God’s vision for the world known as the kingdom of God, 
and we will do that every chance we get.  
 
It means everyone is invited to this church and it’s free to come along. We try to 
welcome people not knowing whether they will stay or not. It means we offer lots of 
opportunities and invitations and attempts to connect with people and engage with 
people about Jesus and we don’t know whether they will work or not, but we keep 
trying.  
 
It means if people come along asking for prayer, we just pray for them. If we hear of 
someone in need-whether or not they are or are going to become a member of the 
church, we try to help as best we can.  
 
If people come to the op shop we show them hospitality and friendliness. If people 
want to become part of the community garden project we welcome them. We don’t 
know what will happen. 
 
 



We live in a world of economic rationalism, but we are followers of Jesus. He threw 
his love and care for people around freely. He taught all over the place. He healed 
everyone who came to him. We have no idea how many people he blessed and 
healed and freed and forgave-certainly more than the eleven who we hear about.  
 
The gospels talk about large crowds but we don’t have a clear figure. And in many 
ways you’d have to say Jesus was wasteful. He was throwing the blessings of the 
kingdom of God around and very few followed him and pretty much all of them ran 
away in the end. But even knowing that Jesus kept going. He didn’t focus on short-
term results, but on doing what he had been sent to do. He had been sent to 
proclaim the kingdom of God. To tell the news, the great, fantastic news that the 
kingdom of God was near, and give some glimpses of what things will be like when 
the kingdom of God arrives. 
 
One important thing Jesus knew is that ultimately the kingdom will come. He knew 
there would be a great harvest. He knew that God’s vision would come. Heaven and 
earth would be joined. How or who or when he didn’t know, so he just went about 
gathering as many as he could, teaching as many as he could, healing as many as he 
could, blessing as many as he could. Whether they followed or accepted or repented 
or not. 
 
I rejoice that this parish has a mission action plan and you are trying to outreach with 
Jesus love in a focussed kind of way. I am encouraging all the parishes of the Diocese 
to have a mission action plan as we move forward with vision 2022, which I am sure 
you know about. 
Your mission action plan was done using a very thorough process and its important 
that the parish keeps working on the priorities that are identified in it. 
 
Can I encourage you to keep casting the seed of the gospel of Jesus no matter what. 
Continue to invite people to come to church whether or not they come. Continue to 
welcome people who do come and include them in the life of the parish whether or 
not they choose to stay. Continue to offer bible studies and introductions to the 
Christian faith even if sometimes no one comes. Continue to be generous in 
supporting activities that show care and mercy to people even when they don’t 
deserve it or thank you for it.  Continue to be courageous and try new things even 
when it feels like things often don’t work. Continue to fling the love and grace and 
invitation of God in as many directions and with as much abandon as possible. 
Because that’s what Jesus did, and we are his disciples. 
 
We live in a world of economic rationalism. So, if something isn’t producing the 
results we want quickly we get rid of it or stop doing it. And there is lots of chop and 
change and the deeper value of things and people are often downplayed. But that’s 
not what the kingdom of God is like. That’s not what Jesus’ values were like.  



He wasted love on people who didn’t deserve it, and half the time or more didn’t 
appreciate it. He was prepared to waste love on us. But what looks like wasted effort 
sometimes produces surprising fruit. Maybe even us. 
 
There is lots to discourage us in living the life of disciples of Jesus, but it sometimes 
helps if our expectations are right. We should not expect all our gospel efforts to 
bear fruit. We should not expect everyone we invite to church to come. We should 
not expect the generosity and welcome and friendliness we offer to always be 
appreciated, but we don’t stop. We are the disciples of one who flung love carelessly 
and didn’t give up till his time was up. 
 
May we be like that sower, who actually was like Jesus. Generous with the gospel of 
Jesus. Generous with the love and mercy and kindness and welcome of God. Not 
stopping or giving up. As we do, we will be extending Jesus’ work because that’s the 
way he did it, and we love him with all our heart. There will be a harvest. It might 
surprise us, but there will be a harvest, but as we wait for the harvest the sowing 
must not stop. 
 
 
 


