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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Today is the festival of the Holy Trinity, the first Sunday after Pentecost. The season of 

ordinary Sundays begins today. Trinity Sunday is a day when we remember how we 

understand God in theological terms. Just saying the word ‘theology’ causes many people in 

the pews to yawn, eyes glaze over as they glance at their watch and hope she won’t speak for 

much longer… Not so in the early church. Theology was the current affair. The equivalent of 

local coffee shops and the tavernas were full of people stating their views on the nature of 

God. An orthodox formulation of God as Father, Son and Holy Spirit took several hundred 

years to establish. In the meantime, there were various heresies which posited this or that, 

usually undermining the status of the Son as fully divine. The councils of Nicaea and 

Constantinople and the successive councils at which the many bishops gathered to debate the 

nature of God and devise a common statement were heated events. Physical assaults featured 

in the meeting halls as opposing views were proposed and countered. 

In the end we are left with the Apostle’s Creed, the Nicene Creed and the least well known, 

the Athanasian Creed. If you don’t know what the Athanasian Creed is, pick up a prayer book 

and look at the back. This creed is placed after the thirty-nine articles of faith of the Anglican 

Church. It is dated to the late fifth or early sixth centuries, after the earlier fourth century 

Nicene creed. In the western church, especially in the monastic traditions, the Athanasian 

Creed was recited in the office of Prime, the first prayer of the day. Prime should be said at 6 

o’clock in the morning, which might give something away about the excitement of the 

Athanasian Creed for modern Christians. In Latin, the language of the Roman Catholic Church 

before the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), the Athanasian Creed was known as the 

Quicumque vult, which means ‘whosoever wishes,’ the words which open this creed. 

The western church used this creed because of its express trinitarian statements. It is ascribed, 

wrongly, to Athanasius who was the great defender of trinitarian orthodoxy as established in 

the Nicene Creed. It has increasingly dropped out of use, except for in some very traditional 

churches, on Trinity Sunday. That is not to say our church is a very traditional church – but 

here is the opening paragraph of the Athanasian Creed:  
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Whosoever will be saved: before all things it is necessary that he hold the Catholick 

Faith. Which Faith except every one do keep whole and undefiled: without doubt he 

shall perish everlastingly. And the Catholick Faith is this: That we worship one God in 

Trinity, and Trinity in Unity; Neither confounding the Persons: nor dividing the 

Substance. For there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son: and another of the 

Holy Ghost. But the Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all one: 

the glory equal, the Majesty co-eternal. Such as the Father is, such is the Son: and such 

is the Holy Ghost. The Father uncreate, the Son uncreate: and the Holy Ghost uncreate. 

The Father incomprehensible, the Son incomprehensible: and the Holy Ghost 

incomprehensible. The Father eternal, the Son eternal: and the Holy Ghost eternal. And 

yet there are not three eternals: but one eternal. As also there are not three 

incomprehensibles, nor three uncreated: but one uncreated, and one incomprehensible. 

So likewise the Father is Almighty, the Son Almighty: and the Holy Ghost Almighty. And 

yet there are not three Almighties: but one Almighty. So the Father is God, the Son is 

God: and the Holy Ghost is God. And yet they are not three Gods: but one God. 

Ok, the language is old and repetitive, but the message of the unity of God as Trinity is clear. 

This is the stuff of deep arguments in the early church as faithful followers of Christ tried to 

work out his relationship with God the Father and where the Holy Spirit fitted into the 

framework. These days we are much less concerned with the doctrine of the Holy Trinity. 

Heresies abound because people don’t like to be confined to rigid formulae anymore. We like 

to work things out for ourselves, understand God to be the God we want him to be. Some 

churches do not read creeds anymore. Even at baptisms the creed is not always spoken as a 

statement of faith in what we believe as Christians. The language we use is not always easy to 

understand, less easy to communicate.  

However, the creeds sum up the nature of our God, this is our God as the Christian Church 

understands. Now I have spoken enough about doctrine and hopefully some of you are still 

awake. Now it is your turn. It’s been a while since I have been roving around the church and 

today seems like a good day.  
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Apple and candle. 

• Do you think much about God as Trinity? Do you understand what it means? Do you 

believe it? 

• Do you think it is still important to talk about God in this way?  Do you think talking 

about God as Trinity is how we present God to new believers, or people who are 

interested in God and faith? 

• Is the Father, the Son or the Holy Spirit more important to you? 

• Now, think about our readings. What speaks to from the selection of today’s readings 

most about God the Holy Trinity? 


