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+In the name of God. 

It is all a bit surreal to be in lockdown. This Sunday was to be a wonderful 
celebration of confirmation and reception into the Anglican Church, presided over 
by Bishop Denise Ferguson, Assistant Bishop of Adelaide. Instead, we are unable 
to come to church at all, let alone celebrate fully. How quickly events can move, 
and social circumstances change and here we are back where we were over a year 
ago. This time however, spiralling events are a little too close to home. The list of 
exposure sites in and around Modbury, Fairview Park, St Agnes, Surrey Downs and 
Golden Grove over the last week are in the vicinity of home for many of us, the 
places identified are regular weekly haunts. Perhaps you are one of the very many 
people living in the north and north-eastern suburbs who have had the shock of 
being called to be tested for infection. Doesn’t it shake your world upside down?  

At the time I write this it is pouring with rain and it is the coldest day in Adelaide 
in 32 years. The coming days require us to dig deeply into the reserves of our faith 
to take hold of hope and envision the rising sun, the promise of resurrection and 
the certainty that our Lord Jesus will come again. I do not know how quickly we 
will return to church, or if when we do there will be restrictions on numbers. 
However, we have been here before and we are resilient and sure in the 
knowledge that God is with us, and we will weather the storm. The Lord provides 
for us in ways we don’t expect or look for. Sometimes it seems we risk thinking we 
don’t need the Lord’s provision - not until we are faced with something too big for 
our own means.  

Today our fragile nature as human beings is exposed and put to the test. We are 
vulnerable and mortal creatures who are subject to the weaknesses of our 
physical bodies. How greatly do we need the aid and assistance of God to endure. 
In the reading for today, the reading which would have been the gospel reading 
for confirmation for our brother Ali, we encounter the magnificent provision of 
sustenance for the people who came to Jesus to have him do for them the signs of 
healing he had done before. 
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The people were clamouring to him to be relieved. Who could this be who healed 
the sick with a word, a touch? Clearly, they had travelled far, and the necessities of 
food and rest would be upon them. Bread and fish would sustain them, staples 
which Jesus would use to teach a lesson in faith to the disciples. Philip was uneasy 
that such a large crowd of people had followed for so long without resources for 
the journey. Philip was close to Jesus, one of the twelve disciples. Did Philip think 
himself above the crowd because he was a friend of Jesus?  

No one is ever above another when it comes to the loving, self-giving grace of 
God. We who attend church are not above those who do not attend. We who 
work hard for Christ are no better than those who do not. The grace of God is not 
measured by human means. There is an abundance of grace that is freely given, 
like the multiplication of fish and loaves in today’s gospel reading. Human eyes see 
two fish and five loaves, small fish no doubt, and littles loaves - enough for a 
child’s lunch. In a eucharistic action Jesus took the bread, he gave thanks, he broke 
it up and he gave it, and he did likewise with the fish. Suddenly what seemed like 
an insignificant amount was sufficient to feed a multitude. 

Were the people hungry for food? Or were they hungry for something more than 
mere food could fill? Sacramentally this food nourished their souls with the 
overflowing love and grace of God, healing them without and within. So great was 
this food that not a scrap would be wasted. Like the gathering up of leftover bread 
and fish into baskets, so the grace of God revealed to us is too precious to go 
unused. The grace, love and mercy of God in Christ and through the Holy Spirit is 
abundant and multiplies when it is shared.  

When we have time to slow down and think, when the rush of external influences 
clears away, then we might recover another level of faith and belief, perhaps like 
Peter and the other disciples found in this episode. Such a time is now. The 
lockdown forces us to slow down from the usual pace of our busy lives, to look 
within - cautiously to start, then with more confidence. What we find there may 
surprise us. 
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Intercessions by Ann Inglis 

God our Father, we come before you to bring our worship and our prayers.  Today 
we pray for our State and for the people whose lives are affected by the lockdown, 
remembering those who will lose their incomes and those with mental health 
issues who may find the situation hard to bear.  We pray for our State leaders who 
have to make difficult decisions.  We bring before you people in other States who 
are similarly affected and pray for a swift resolution to the health crisis all over the 
country. We especially pray today for our friends in this community who are in 
quarantine. May you be sustained and kept safe. 

God of peace, we pray that you will continue to embrace this world with your 
forgiveness and mercy.  We pray for humanity with all its greed, fear, intolerance 
and injustice, which are ultimately the cause so much suffering.  We pray for 
Christians who are facing persecution for their faith.  We pray for the humanitarian 
workers who risk their lives in situations of great danger to bring aid to innocent 
victims of conflict in many countries.   

God of our faith, we give you thanks for this church community.  We ask your 
blessing on the ministry of Rev’d Joan and Cameron in our parish and ask you to 
bless their work in these unusual times. We pray for parishes in the Diocese.  
Strengthen the parishioners so that their faith does not falter and give them 
continued opportunities to come together in worship.   

God of all people, we pray for those who have come to this country seeking refuge 
from persecution, just as the Holy Family sought refuge in Egypt.  Open our eyes to 
see them, open our ears to hear their cries, and open our hearts to meet their 
needs, remembering that Jesus taught that we should be guided by compassion 
and not by rules or fear.  We pray for the translators who worked with Western 
military forces in Afghanistan and ask that they and their families will be able to live 
in safety.    
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God of compassion, we pray for the ill and the lonely, for those whose lives are 
being torn apart by addiction, for those for whom the stress of daily life takes them 
to the brink, for those for whom the loss of a loved one remains a constant sorrow.  
And today we remember especially people whose loved ones have been killed and 
injured in road accidents.  We pray for people affected by floods in Western Europe.  
We pray for the athletes competing in the Olympics, that they will stay healthy and 
return safely to their families.  

Jesus Christ came to bring us eternal salvation.  We give thanks for Christians in 
every age who lived and died in the faith and who taught us to put our trust in 
Christ's saving grace.  Help us to live our lives so that we can approach death with 
courage and in the hope of everlasting life. 

Almighty God, you have promised to hear our prayers. 

Grant that what we have asked in faith, we may by your grace receive, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

 

 


