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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

How soon it seems that the season of Easter is coming to an end. This Sunday we 

begin to prepare for the next two major events in the cycle of the church year. On 

Thursday this week it is Ascension Day. Each year it is a Thursday that we 

celebrate Ascension, forty days exactly after the Sunday of the Resurrection. 

Then, a week later we will come to Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirit, 

fulfilling Jesus’ assurance we hear in the gospel today that he will send an 

Advocate in his place, the Spirit of truth who will remain with us always. This 

section of the gospel of John is part of the supper discourse. Jesus is preparing the 

disciples on the night of his betrayal for both resurrection and departure. 

Jesus is getting ready for massive changes. His work on earth is almost done. He 

was going to be with the Father. Remember last week how we heard that Jesus is 

the resurrection and the life; the way and the truth and the life, that no one 

comes to the Father except through him. The people whom he leaves are to carry 

on the work he began in his Father’s name.  

Changes are something we have all needed to undergo these last two months. 

We have been forced to adapt, kicking and screaming sometimes, but adapt 

nonetheless. The church in our era has never undergone such significant and 

unexpected change. Isn’t it interesting that we spend a good deal of our time as 

members of the church trying to change old habits, not always successfully, but 

trying nonetheless to be faithful to our work as new disciples engaging with the 

world around us. We have worked tremendously hard to develop a mission plan 

and a vision to lead us into the future, and we have made great progress. We 

know how wonderful our community garden is, a real gift to those around us who 

are beginning to find out what a special sanctuary we are creating. The whole 

community precinct is beginning to take shape and church as we know it is 

reorienting outward. 



Sunday, 17 May 2020 
Easter 6 

2 
 

Just now however, a different kind of change has been forced upon us, upon 

every person living now. It’s hard to not let the current social environment, the 

COVID environment, thwart our efforts to be an outward looking church intent of 

achieving our vision, especially when every message we hear is screaming at us to 

look inwards, stay inside. Can you remember our vision? I hope you can: St Luke’s 

will be an open community of faith which engages with the community and 

inspires and encourages people to know Jesus Christ. 

The disciples had to hold on to the vision of the future Jesus gave them. The world 

around them cannot receive the vision until they know Jesus and practice the 

commandments, the directive to love unconditionally. Jesus leaves them at the 

Ascension, but faithful to his word the Holy Spirit rushes upon the disciples in 

pentecostal power and they are not alone. Even though it seems like we are alone 

now, that the church is an entity we can only look upon at a distance, we are still 

integrally the body of Christ. The changing world is really making us see that the 

church is a building and the Christ stuff is in the people.  

And so, here we are preparing for what comes next, as the disciples did long ago, 

listening to Jesus even if not fully understanding. Restrictions are beginning to lift 

which have limited our activities and movements, and there is now hope that we 

will be able to connect again in more than a digital way. We are not there yet, 

however. Like the disciples who waited for Jesus’ departure and remained unsure 

about what was coming next, so we wait.  

I’ve been working in the op shop for the last three Thursdays. It’s a different role 

altogether for me. It certainly wasn’t what I was expecting when I was ordained. 

Well, at least I thought I wouldn’t be doing that kind of work. Now I am beginning 

to realise that the work is very much at the heart of being a priest and that being 

among the people beyond the church is the core work of Christ. My training 

rector Conrad Patterson would always critique me (in the nicest possible way!) for 

being an academic, and that the proper work of a parish priest was not learned in 
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theological college or university. His sentiments come back to me now as my 

primary workspace moves from office and study to community garden and op 

shop.  

What has amazed me most is the people who come into our precinct who are 

very spiritual and clearly believers in God, even if not church goers. I expected the 

op shop to be a much more secular space, even with a priest at the cash register. 

God’s work is where Jesus would be, among the people. Yes, he would be in the 

temple and synagogue also, but he had little interest in hierarchy, pomp and 

ceremony.  

In the reading from the Acts we’ve heard today, Paul is placed in the middle of a 

new environment. He is in Athens, in a place steeped with ancient religion, many 

idols, as he notes, even an altar to an unknown god – no doubt erected by a 

person wanting to cover all bases. Paul was challenged to express his message 

about the saving Christ as the one who is known, not unknown. Paul masterfully 

presents to the Athenians a rhetorical account of the history of salvation 

culminating in the resurrection of Jesus. He adapts to the new environment and 

to the culture of the people around him, as we are also adapting, adapting to the 

COVID environment and to the changed church focus.  

Let’s continue to wait for what comes next. Change is exciting, even if stressful. 

We are going to look different than we did before, but maybe we are going to 

look a little more like Jesus. May the Holy Spirit of God energise you with faith, 

courage and commitment to see this journey through. The Lord bless you and 

keep you, the Lord make his face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; the 

Lord lift up his countenance upon you and bring you peace. 


