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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

As we are all very aware in the present time, our lives are changing rapidly. Each 

day it seems there is something new to which we must adjust. These changes 

have affected every area of our lives, including our church practices. Our 

communion is different. No longer may we kneel in reverence to receive the body 

and blood of Christ. Now we stand in an orderly line and wait our turn to receive 

the body of Christ, leaving the blood to the priest alone. No longer may we greet 

one another with a physical gesture. And now we may no longer sing the Lord’s 

praises. All these things have the potential to disrupt our spiritual life and call us 

to turn away from the church in frustration.  

Yet patiently as the faithful we wait and comply with all we are instructed to do, 

knowing that God is far greater than the structures of our worship in church, and 

that the heart that turns to God and the desire to love and follow in the Lord’s 

way is more important than if we sing or shake hands or share in the holy 

communion. St Paul helps us out in our present state. As he writes to the church 

in Rome Paul knows his words are heading to the centre of the world, the place of 

highest human leadership and imperial authority.  

The early Christians in Rome lived with the threat of persecution. They were not 

able to worship in public. They gathered in secret, in private houses and by the 

tombs of the saints. Paul encourages them to offer their bodies to God as a living 

sacrifice, an offering which is holy and acceptable to God. We interpret Paul’s 

words today to mean our whole selves, body, mind and spirit, knowing these 

aspects cannot be separated from the human self. This offering Paul says, is our 

spiritual worship. These words give a context to the post communion prayer that 

we say together: Father, we offer ourselves to you as a living sacrifice; send us out 

in the power of your Spirit to live and work to your praise and glory.  

For three months we lived with spiritual communion. We were apart, yet we were 

in communion, even without receiving the sacrament. How the present time with 



Sunday 23 August 2020 
Pentecost 12 

2 
 

its constantly changing restrictions, the ambivalent and inconsistent instructions, 

tests our resolve. Just how greatly do we value the church? ‘Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?’ Jesus asks the disciples. How can we answer truthfully 

when the structures of our worship, the church which we love, is in confusion?  

We are looking at the church now and working out what it means to be a 

member, to belong to the body of Christ in this era, in this year of 2020. It is a 

challenging time and as Jesus asked the disciples long ago as he entered the 

district of Caesarea Philippi, so he asks us now as we live through the most 

disruptive time in the church that any of us can remember. ‘Who do you say that 

the Son of Man is?’ Who do you say the Son of Man is in Australia in 2020? Are 

you tempted to give into the despair of spirit you witness each time you turn on 

the news? Or can you turn things around to believe and hope that the current 

crisis is an opportunity to create a new way forward? Paul exhorts us not to be 

conformed to the world, but to discern what is the will of God. What is the will of 

God in the current situation? The will of God is not always the way of the world, 

as well we know. God’s will calls us into new and different places, to rise above 

despair and introversion. 

I believe that every one of you here today knows who the Son of Man is and can 

answer faithfully to the fact that he is the Messiah, the Son of the living God. I 

believe this because you have each looked at the church, perhaps more closely 

and critically than ever before, and seen through its faults and fallibilities to the 

truth that is its foundation, which is Christ. You have supported the church in 

many ways, especially over the last few months, and we are here today because 

you are the members of the body of Christ who have each decided that investing 

in the church is the means to enable God’s mission in the world.  

Yesterday some of the church leaders from St Luke’s gathered at Holy Cross 

church at Elizabeth to begin a conversation about networking ministry resources 

across the northern region. I have spoken a little about this initiative at parish 
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council, and yesterday we heard more about the purpose and hope of the 

network. I think we each left the gathering heartened and uplifted by the spirit we 

shared, the desire to see our churches flourish.  

Some of you may recall with trepidation the Cooperating Parishes of the North 

East model which was tried and worked for a little while before it sunk into 

demise. The Northern Churches Ministry Network idea is nothing like the 

cooperating parishes. Rather, it is intended as a grassroots ministry which builds 

upon the strengths of each parish and supports and enhances the ministry 

capabilities of each centre. It is not about depleting churches of clergy or 

amalgamating for survival. Everyone’s heart lies with their own church. Everyone 

wants to see their own church flourish, yet none of us can do it in every way on 

our own. Every parish has something to offer, a strength or gift, just like Paul 

encourages in the passage from Romans today, and every parish needs to receive 

something from another parish.  

Paul says that to each is given different gifts, although we are one body. We have 

many members, not just within each congregation, but between churches. We are 

all still part of the one body of Christ. The function of each of us is different, but 

we each belong to the other. We stand apart from the world because we believe 

in God and we trust God no matter everything else that is going on around us, all 

the things that threaten to overwhelm us, like financial security, advancing age of 

members, numerical decline of congregations – not to mention the most recent 

restrictions on congregational practices and church social life.  

The idea of the Northern Churches Ministry Network is to pool our gifts and 

resources to build one another up. One of the things we have all learned over the 

past few months is the value of online technology to keep us connected. The 

ministry network is intended to rely very much on online connections to receive 

and share our gifts and resources. This means we are not always travelling to 

another church or relying on one church to provide for the rest. We contribute 
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and we receive, like the sower who sowed and received a hundredfold. In this we 

are strengthened because we each have different gifts according to the grace 

given us: music, prayer, community outreach, creation care, youth and children’s 

ministry, art and craft, finance, administration, preaching and teaching. How 

wonderful to know that we don’t have to do it alone, giving way to attrition and 

falling prey to the mind of the world which does not believe in the saving power 

of God, and that the Son of Man is the Messiah, the Christ, the living Son of God.  

Let us pray. Holy and loving God, grant us wisdom in this age of uncertainty. 

Enable us to navigate the challenges and discern the opportunities to grow and 

flourish as members of the body of Christ, the church universal. Help us to know 

and believe that we are part of something greater than ourselves. Never let us 

forget that you have invested so much into the world and the people you love 

that you gave us your only Son to show us the way, to be your living presence. 

Grant us the strength and resolve to listen to you and to wait patiently, believing, 

trusting that you are our God and we are the body of Christ. Father, we offer 

ourselves to you as a living sacrifice… Amen. 


