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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Jesus reminds us that all people are created equal in human status in the eyes of 

God. Thus, a disciple or student is not greater than the teacher nor is the slave or 

servant greater than the master. One can be like the other, but not superior – 

unless the relationship is between God and human beings. And God notices if 

even one of the seemingly most unimportant of creatures falls to the ground. He 

draws a parallel with a sparrow so that the people who listened might understand 

and be drawn into the story. We might well apply the parallel of sparrow to 

human being. Two sparrows are alike, but both are equally precious in God’s 

perception. Two people are alike in genetic construction, but one is not greater 

than the other, no matter privilege of birth, natural ability, life accomplishments. 

Two people are alike, but one is not greater than the other, no matter race or 

ethnicity, language or belief system. 

All people are created equal in status in God’s perception. It seems the world 

must consider this fundamental fact more seriously than ever in the context of 

civil demonstrations in many places around the world claiming that black lives 

matter. It is very easy to say that yes, of course black lives matter. None of us are 

racist. But actually, unless we are black or another cultural minority group in a 

dominant white mainstream, we cannot say anything of a sort. Unless we are 

black we do not know what it is like to be on the other side of the cultural 

mainstream. And in developed western countries such as Australia, America and 

the United Kingdom, the mainstream is white. 

The recent exposure of police brutality against black and indigenous people has 

sparked a huge backlash of protests, some of which has degenerated into 

violence and provoked further distress and outrage. The timing for these protests 

has been bad as many countries continue to battle large numbers of people 

affected by COVID. Yesterday the largest number of people were recorded around 

the world with the disease since the pandemic began. Black lives do matter and 
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the message must be heard, yet the cost of public demonstrations will be 

measured in statistics of escalating numbers of COVID cases. 

As the Adelaide Archbishop Geoff Smith said in a recent correspondence, anxiety 

related to the pandemic and the general upturning of societies, loss of jobs and 

businesses, has made people edgy, anxious, tired and frustrated. The black lives 

matter social reaction has provided an outlet, a cause to support, something to 

get outside and do. Even in the midst of a world devastated by medical 

emergencies racism is still present. Jesus says to us in today’s gospel passage that 

whatever is concealed will be uncovered, exposed.  

The uncovering is happening now, despite the timing of the pandemic, and 

perhaps even because of it. The moment is now that racism is being confronted 

and ugly truths are being heard. Some of it hurts us because it seems unfair or 

even wrongly aimed at people who have tried to do the right thing, but that is the 

way of issues which demand social change. The pendulum swings far one way and 

then the other before it settles at an equilibrium. None of us are exempt from the 

taunts of racism because we live in a society which has practised it overtly in the 

past of our living memories and continues to practise in ways we may not even 

know how to detect. The subtle racist attitudes and behaviours are being called 

out now, brought into the light for all to see.  

Whose lives matter more? We don’t hear what is going on in the less developed 

countries of Africa, Asia, the Middle East, where there is not the ventilators or 

protective clothing, sufficient face masks or the intensive care unit facilities to 

keep the sick people alive. How many black African people are diagnosed or die, 

and the numbers don’t make the statistical graphs on the news channels? These 

black lives matter even when the media saturation of the pandemic is becoming 

old news and people are looking for something else. 
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Jesus calls us to be accountable for the lives of our neighbours. His message is 

powerfully given from the cross, that all who die with him will live with him. In 

dying with him we die to sin, as St Paul exposits in his correspondence to the 

Roman church. We are not to continue in sin because Christ nailed our sin with 

him on the cross. Paul issues a message of accountability, of not sitting back 

enjoying the benefits of divine grace, benefits which cost the price of the life of 

the Son of God, while others are experiencing pain and exclusion. The killing of 

George Floyd was a catalyst tipping the people over the edge and into the action 

of accountability. Something must be said, something must be done. The ripple 

effect passed around the world even as more and more incidents become 

exposed, brought from the darkness and into the light.  

Jesus came to destabilise the complacency and apathy that has allowed some 

lives not to matter as much as others, to call people to being equal in status as 

God intends. The destabilisation of the norms of society, even those norms of 

attitude and behaviour which exclude or create unspoken judgement and 

condemnation, causes discomfort for the rest of us. He came not to bring peace 

but division. The old ways must end. The primary importance of his message of 

equality cuts as deep as family bonds, demanding that the justice of Jesus come 

first.  

What can we do to be accountable, to hear and act on Jesus’ message? All lives 

matter. All people are created equal in God’s perception. How do we help that 

happen, even when sometimes we don’t recognise where inequality and racism 

exist? Public protests probably aren’t the best way of doing it in the current crisis 

of pandemic, although some of you may feel called to participate because the 

fervour of the moment is now. Perhaps you may consider how to really listen to 

the message of the Uluru Statement from the Heart and urge politicians and 

decision makers to take it seriously enough to make a change. What about a 

Reconciliation Action Plan? Do you know that such a plan needs to come not from 
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Aboriginal people but from non-Aboriginal people? Could we have one here at St 

Luke’s? Lots of schools and churches have a RAP. It doesn’t matter whether we 

have Aboriginal members of the congregation or not. A plan shows we really do 

believe black lives matter and are willing to make an effort to contribute. There 

are lots of other ways, including prayer.  

Jesus calls us to live in him, to discard the ways of sin that took him to the cross. 

He calls us to be alive to God and this demands we take accountability for the 

lives of our neighbours, to practise radical love, to extend beyond where we think 

it is possible because Christ died for us. Jesus tells us that all people are equal in 

status in God’s perception. May our thoughts, behaviours, attitudes and actions 

shine out from the darkness and model the message he gives. 


