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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen. 

The readings for this third week of Lent are rich and full of meaning for us as 

we travel the way with Jesus to the cross of Good Friday. The readings guide 

and challenge us, remind us that faith must not be static. Always should we 

move with the insights that inspire us as we look more deeply into the word of 

the Lord. 

From the book of Exodus, we hear the ten commandments given to Moses 

upon the mountain. The commandments have enabled the good ordering of 

human society for many hundreds of years, and they are as valid today as they 

were when first given the people who had fled the land of Egypt. These were 

the new set of rules required for ordering a society of people who were no 

longer living in bondage. Now they were free people, released by God from 

slavery into a journey of generations. 

Clearly some of the words in the commandments need to be adapted to suit 

the context of today. I doubt anyone covets their neighbour’s slaves or oxen or 

donkey in countries like Australia. There are plenty of other things owned by 

our neighbours that we might like to covet however. Perhaps it is a car or 

house or swimming pool. The basis of the commandment holds whatever item 

we substitute for ox or donkey or slave.  

The commandments used to be read out at the beginning of each act of 

worship in the old Book of Common Prayer, and if you look at the First Order of 

the Eucharist in the current prayer book you will see the provision to read the 

commandments still. Now we read the first commandment, and the 

summation of all commandments by Jesus, the new commandment to love 

one another as he has loved us. ‘Hear O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is 



2 

 

one. You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 

soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This, Jesus said, ‘is the 

great and first commandment, and a second is like it: you shall love your 

neighbour as yourself.’ 

The first commandment is said to be the greatest and yet it is the one broken 

most frequently. It is so easy to put other things before God. Constantly we are 

called to make other priorities. People are good at making excuses, at putting 

God on the back burner until they need something. Then suddenly when there 

is a crisis out come all the prayers and forgotten faithfulness. Other things, 

other demands on our time and energy can be so consuming that it is easy to 

forget our foundations. God however, has loved us so much that he gave his 

only Son for our salvation. The release for the people of Israel from bondage in 

Egypt was part of the story of salvation, but the story was made complete in 

Christ. God should never be on the back burner.  

Contemporary western society values material goods and the products of 

capitalism. Every day we are saturated with images, with information, with the 

short-lived comforts of a lifestyle that is expensive and destructive. These 

things soon become the idols we readily worship. We lose God quickly in a 

seven-day working week, flexi time, weekend sport, and shops being open all 

hours. It is tempting to forgo worship because we’re so busy. It is easy to 

forget God’s saving grace when we fill our days and our nights with so much 

stuff. No wonder one of the commandments is to keep the sabbath day holy. 

Even God rested from the labour of creation. 

The idols around us are many and they dominate the landscape. There are 

great corporate symbols of gluttony and material wealth that surround us – 
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see the yellow arches of the Maccas stores in every suburb, the red Coles sign, 

the OTR servos, all the other companies competing for your dollar, all claiming 

bargains, cents off, banks with better interest rates – all the false words that 

shape our decisions as we live comfortably and spend money. All these 

compete with God for our attention.  

Jesus gets angry in today’s gospel reading, really angry. This is righteous anger 

directed at the marketplace, at the idols of our world that consume the spirit 

of people and create in them a false sense of fullness and satisfaction. When 

he found these things in the holy place of God, Jesus swept them clean, 

cleansed the symbols of the marketplace from the temple. 

The world is God’s temple, the house of creation, and there is robbery and 

misuse of buying and spending by corporate bodies with no person to them, 

companies which in their namelessness and lack of personal accountability 

have caused misery and contributed to the global disparity in material 

resources. The companies survive when the smaller person, the individual or 

small business falls. So ought the tables to be overturned in the temple of 

God’s world. The global market is become the work of thieves.  

People are enslaved today by the lifestyles they have bought into, lifestyles 

with demands that destroy the sabbath and call them away from the worship 

of God. It is time to turn our backs on the culture which values so many things 

other than the Lord our God. It is God who rescued the people from slavery 

and brought them into a land of freedom. God can again set us free from a 

different kind of slavery, although human beings have turned far from God and 

have despoiled the temple of the world with the idols of false wealth and 

materialism. God is always faithful, no matter how far human beings fall from 



4 

 

grace. The world needs redemption. Jesus’ anger is justified. Remember his 

action in the temple. Jesus has been incarnate in this world, in the temple of 

God’s creation. He knows the ways of human beings and he is not fooled. He 

calls us to repent, constantly he calls us back to the God who longs to receive 

us, to love us and set us free. 

We have the commandments and we have the knowledge of the saving work 

of God in history and in Jesus. We know what the world’s idols are and we 

know how far we are fallen. Let us turn again to the Lord our God. Let us 

cleanse the temple of the world from the evil and violence that threaten its 

beauty, from the faceless money changers, from the idols that distort our view 

of what is real. Let us cleanse it with prayer and turn again to the Lord our God 

who brings us out of slavery and into new life. 


