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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

I can’t help remembering what Easter Day was like one year ago. Then, no one 

except myself, Darryel and David were in the church building. Easter Day service 

was recorded on David’s iPhone on Saturday. I didn’t have the heart to even come 

into the church on Easter Day because no one else would be there. It was a 

depressing Easter. The community of Christ gathered in the church to celebrate 

Easter is everything. How different is the experience today! It is wonderful to be 

here in the church celebrating this great day, this culmination of all our 

preparations through Lent and Holy Week, from the giving of the supper and the 

night of betrayal on Maundy Thursday to the remembrance of the crucifixion on 

Good Friday. And today we stand at Easter Day with the uncontainable joy of 

resurrection in our hearts. Take a look around at the church building – the 

beautiful flowers, the crisp linen, the festive robes, smiling faces – all the signs of 

this joyous morning. 

The tomb has been found empty. Mary Magdalene has seen the risen Lord. He 

has called her by name and there can be no mistaking that this is Jesus himself, 

risen from the dead, just as he had said. 

What happened inside the tomb? 

Mary Magdalene has come to the graveyard early in the morning while it was still 

dark. She has come to do what was right and proper for the body of the Lord. 

Although Jesus had lain in the tomb all Saturday Mary could not come to him 

because it was the sabbath. On the sabbath day work of any kind was forbidden. 

On Saturday Jesus rested in the tomb.  

What happened inside the tomb in between when Jesus’ lifeless body was placed 

inside the rock hewn tomb and a stone rolled in front to seal it shut, and Easter 

morning just before it was light? What happened in the tomb that caused the 

heavy stone to be shifted and life to emerge from dead?  
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I have been reflecting on the experiences we have shared of being locked down 

and inside for extended periods. For some people in other parts of the world, 

especially if they are elderly or vulnerable, it has been months and months of 

being locked inside, unable to venture past the garden gate – if indeed they have 

a garden – otherwise, beyond the front door. I can recall a year ago people 

writing messages in chalk in their driveways wishing passersby a happy Easter. 

There might not have been toilet paper in the shops, and when there was, people 

fought over it, but otherwise the goodwill of people to each other was palpable.  

Have any of you seen the SBS programme on the Great Plague which afflicted 

London for 18 months in 1665-66? This version of the plague was named ‘great’ 

because it was the last widespread outbreak of the bubonic plague in a 400 year 

pandemic of plague. In 18 months, one quarter of the population of London died 

from plague. The living and sanitary conditions of the wider city of London were 

appalling. The plague was a bacterial infection carried and transmitted by human 

lice, which today we would be able to combat easily with antibiotics, unlike the 

Coronavirus. 

Despite the lack of knowledge in how to treat the plague effectively, people soon 

learned that physical contact with infected people passed on the disease. The 

earliest form of social distancing was developed, where people gave those lying ill 

and dying on the streets a wide berth. So much for the parable of the good 

Samaritan – not so in those days if one valued their life. Anyone who was so good 

as to help a plague infected person would likely die themselves. People remained 

home as much as they were able to avoid going out into the places where disease 

was rampant. When disease was identified families and households were literally 

locked in, the door bolted, a red cross painted on the door and the sign, ‘God 

have mercy on us’ left as a warning to others.  
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Four hundred years later and people all around the world are asked to stay inside 

and avoid contact with others in a new version of pandemic. What happens when 

people are locked inside?  

When one is cut off altogether from the outside then one is forced to be creative, 

to accept confinement as an assent to the common good, and to make a new life 

from what is at hand. Wonderful examples of creation have come out of 

lockdowns around the world, whether art, music, scientific or technological 

invention, innovative ways of connection – mostly through the internet. Of course 

in the 1600s there was nothing like online shopping or facetime with relatives. 

And so, many more died because they were forced outside, even if they had a red 

cross on their home, to break out, in order to access food and survive.  

Jesus was locked inside the tomb. Everyone thought him dead. Everyone thought 

the people inside a house with a red cross on the door was dead or as good as 

dead. No matter that Jesus taught the disciples that after three days he would rise 

again. Word spread from witnesses that Jesus died on the cross, was taken down 

on the Friday and buried in the tomb. Perhaps the disciples just believed it 

wouldn’t happen, that he wouldn’t really die. The reality of the crucifixion was 

just too awful to believe.  

Mary’s news on resurrection morning was too incredible to believe. The stone 

was removed, the tomb was empty. Even after seeing the empty tomb they went 

home, believing in something, but not yet knowing what. As the scripture has 

said, ‘He must rise from the dead.’ Imagine how the disciples felt. All the 

teachings of Jesus had led them to this day, the day that they did not quite 

believe would happen.  

Mary Magdalene saw the risen Lord first. Of all the disciples it was she who had 

waited weeping by the tomb who witnessed the first sighting. Jesus greeted Mary 

by name and the suddenly the prophecies of the scriptures, the intention of the 



Sunday 4 April 2021 
Easter Day 

4 
 

God to send a Messiah, came true. ‘Rabbouni,’ Mary answered the risen Lord. 

There before her was the teacher, risen from the dead. 

What happened inside the tomb? The human Jesus, the man born in Bethlehem 

who lived in Nazareth and ministered in and around Galilee, died on the cross of 

crucifixion on Good Friday. The incarnate Christ within the human Jesus 

descended in him to the dead. Only God knows how long Jesus rested in the 

tomb. Jesus himself could not rise from the dead. God the heavenly Father must 

raise him in order that the people will know their salvation. The divinity has also 

been in the grave and the hand of God has lifted the dead into life. Death has no 

more dominion over human beings. This is the Easter message. Mortal death is 

just a transition and hope has prevailed over darkness and despair. This is Easter 

Day. Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. Alleluia, alleluia!  


