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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The beginning of Lent provides us with opportunities for reflection both 

personally and as a church community. Forty days of Lent is time enough for a 

spiritual discernment, time enough to look at where we have been, where we 

are now, and where we are going. The personal Lenten journey is a vital part of 

our Christian discipleship. Along the forty days we take time to be with God in 

prayer, in deep thought and in honest appraisal of ourselves. Sometimes we 

may not like what we find. Lent provides us with space to do something with 

what we find in ourselves, to turn again to God and renew our relationship, 

reach out our hearts to be healed and remade. 

As a church community the same journey in Christian discipleship is to be 

made – prayerfulness as we turn to God as a body of people gathered around 

Christ, deep thinking about how we are undertaking our mission in this church 

community of St Luke’s, and honest appraisal of how it’s been going and where 

we are at. Again, we might not always like what we find. And it is all too 

tempting to look for something or someone to blame in our personal and 

corporate discipleship when things are not as we think they should be. It is 

very difficult to take responsibility when things aren’t great.  

Turning around again to God or repentance, is what we are called to do in 

Lent. It requires faith, courage, and the strength to let some things go. I 

encourage you to undertake this as a personal journey with Jesus in Lent, and I 

encourage us to all undertake this as a corporate journey, as a church 

community in this place. When we turn to God, we open ourselves to 

whatever God may hold for us. If we don’t turn to God, we are closed to the 

opportunities ahead. If we might think we don’t need to turn to God because 

we’re already there, already open and knowing exactly what God wants, then 
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let’s reconsider. I don’t think any one person, or any community is so well 

made that it does not need to turn around again. We must always turn back to 

God.  

There is desperate need across the global human community to take time to 

look at what is happening and offer it to God. The world is a bad place for 

many people, especially in the middle of a pandemic. It is better than it used to 

be for people living in countries like Australia, where lifestyle is so good where 

there is affluence and prosperity. Yet even within Australia, within our own 

city, our neighbourhood, and for many more across the world inequality and 

injustice mar the potential for full life that God has given each and every 

human being. 

Without even thinking about the global effects of the virus, countries which 

include Sudan and most of Africa, Syria, Iraq, Ukraine, China, India, Indonesia, 

much of South America wrestle with desperate poverty and injustices. The list 

of places goes on. Aboriginal Australians, indigenous Americans, Dalit Indian 

girls, Somalian boys, ghetto dwelling black Americans, Syrian Christians, 

Rohingya people... the list goes on. Events in the world can be so depressing, 

so overwhelming that we do not know what to do about it. It’s tempting to 

turn off because we can’t do anything. In many instances it seems there are no 

answers. Nothing seems to make a difference or change the reality of the 

situation living in the middle of it. No massive amount of prayer on our part 

will be greater than that which the people in these tormented situations are 

already offering to God with cries as heart deep as those Jesus uttered on the 

cross when he desperately called to his Father for salvation. 

Yet we must still turn to God. When the people failed to turn to God the 

flooding waters swept across the earth and washed away the iniquities of the 
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people. According to the treasured memories of the people of Israel it was the 

faithfulness of one man and his family that preserved the creation, as we learn 

from the story of Noah and the flood. We’re well due for another flood, a 

metaphorical sweeping clean of the world and all the sinful, dreadful acts 

people commit against each other. Some might say that in the scourge of the 

current virus the world is already in the middle of another flood, another 

disaster beyond our capacity to resolve with the usual confidence and 

expedience with which we have become too comfortably accustomed. 

The church is also experiencing its version of a flood to wash it clean. Has the 

church over the last few decades hindered rather than enabled the work of 

Christ, excluded people, aggrandised itself at the detriment of others? Or has it 

been liable of the sin of apathy, of failing to bother to do anything to ensure 

the ongoing viability of the communities for which it is responsible? It is hard 

to let go of things which have sustained us for so long, even when it may be 

that God is calling us to go in a different direction.  

Again, let us turn to God. 

In our personal lives we must turn to God to be replenished with the life-giving 

Holy Spirit. Jesus gave his life for the sake of the humanity among whom he 

lived and shared the challenges and the joys. We are all here because of what 

Jesus has given. It is our baptismal calling. It is our purpose in being a church. 

Let us turn to God. 

Human ego frequently prevents us from letting go and opening ourselves fully 

to God. Ego drives us. It is at the root of human instinct. It enables survival of 

the species against all odds. But before God the I Am must lay itself wide open, 

vulnerable, exposed.  
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Jesus’ ego was given a boost at his baptism, when the heavens were torn 

apart, the Spirit descended, and God’s voice proclaimed him the Beloved Son. 

It was a statement we heard last week at the event of the transfiguration of 

Jesus on the mountain, affirming the baptismal proclamation. Before he got to 

the transfiguration however, straight after his baptism, Jesus’ ego was tested, 

crushed even, during the trials and temptations of the wilderness. Forty days, 

the bible account in Mark says. Forty days. Whilst this length of time might be 

a biblically derived number with a real length of days difficult to determine, it 

is clearly a challenging length of time. And Jesus had to get through the other 

side of the wilderness alongside the wild beasts, with angels hovering, keeping 

watch. 

During that time, he endured the temptations of his human ego. Other 

accounts from Matthew and Luke give greater details about this time during 

which Jesus was tempted fully, to the point no other could endure. On the 

other side of the wilderness Jesus emerges more completely human, more 

divine, more the Son of God. His battered ego is ever the stronger because of 

the challenge. He is the light to our darkness, the way through the impasse of 

where we may currently be, personally and as a wider church communion.  

I encourage you during the forty days of Lent, the time of Jesus’ temptation in 

the wilderness, to reflect openly before God about your personal and our 

community discipleship. What may we embrace? What may we let go? Our life 

was won at so great a cost. It is right that we offer something back to God, that 

we share in the wilderness with Jesus. May we all turn to God and keep a holy 

Lent. Amen.  


