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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Who is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? 

Who is this, then, this Jesus before whom even the disciples were overwhelmed? 

Today’s gospel reading presents a miracle of Jesus. The gospel of Mark moves 

quickly through the episodes of Jesus’ life. It is the shortest gospel account which 

contains the bare structure of the gospel from which Matthew and Luke are 

drawn. According to tradition, this gospel was composed for the Christian 

community in Rome. The Roman Christians were living out their faith in the heart 

of Empire. Many of them were ethnic Jews, some of whom may have been in 

Jerusalem for the Pentecost event, or at least have heard about what happened 

that day. How would they have received the account of this miracle?   

Today’s passage comes from chapter four of the gospel. It is early in the ministry 

of Jesus. How quickly we move in our cycle of the church year from his birth in 

Bethlehem to the cross of crucifixion, to resurrection, ascension and the sending 

of the Spirit. It seems not so long ago that we celebrated Easter. Some of us will 

recall the perfectly still and warm Easter dawn outside in the church garden by 

the cross. And now it is bitter winter, and we are drawn again back into the life 

cycle of our Lord, recounting the events of his ministry over again, as we do each 

year, reminding ourselves of what is done for us by God that we may be released 

from suffering and death. And each year, each season of ministry we learn 

something new. Each year we, like the disciples, are filled with great awe as we 

encounter the ministry of Jesus, his gift of grace, his miracles of healing, his 

profound teaching of the things of God.  

Jesus began his ministry immediately after his baptism by John and the 

temptation in the wilderness according to the gospel of Mark. John’s time was 

over. After he was arrested Jesus began, quietly at first, pronouncing the good 



Sunday 20 June 2021 
Pentecost 4 

2 
 

news of God as John did, that the time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near. He urged the people to repent and believe in the good news. 

And then Jesus found his own place in God’s plan of salvation. John’s work was 

done. Disciples were called and the healings and the teaching began. We come to 

the evening on the sea of Galilee. This story forms the first in a group of miracles 

in the gospel of Mark.  

The setting is presented in a graphic way. We can clearly imagine what it might be 

like on the sea. Was it cold, raining like it was during the week, heavy soaking rain, 

with wind, thunderstorms, potentially lightning – a frightening scenario? The 

story belongs to the tradition of an eyewitness, most likely Peter, the same 

disciple who would attempt to walk on water and lose faith and nearly sink. It is 

important that Peter preserve this story because he was one who learned much 

about faith and commitment over the course of Jesus’ life, from early on with the 

healing of his mother-in-law to the abandonment of Jesus during his final trial.  

Have you ever thought that when Jesus called the disciples they left not only their 

usual jobs, with which we agree was a good thing enabling them to follow and 

serve as Jesus directed, but that they left behind family who were dependent on 

them? Peter was married. It was his wife’s mother who was ill and was healed by 

Jesus in the first chapter. No doubt there were children. This fact should make us 

think about the cost of the discipleship to which Jesus called them, and how great 

was his presence that they left behind everything and followed him. 

In this episode Jesus rebukes the disciples not because they doubted his capacity 

to control the natural forces which created the storm on the sea, but because of 

their lack of faith in God who had called Jesus to do his work. Jesus’ words, 

‘Peace! Be still!’ not only addresses the forces of nature, but they express his 

utter dependence on God’s will and the belief that his hour had not yet come. 

Jesus knew they would not perish because he had work to complete. 
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These days we in the church spend a lot of time wondering how we will survive 

into the future. Sometimes this wondering and lack of confidence causes people 

to fall away, to put their trust and faith in other things to sustain them, even if 

when pressed they still say they believe in God. Don’t be too religious, I was 

requested recently when asked to do a forthcoming funeral. We want a minister, 

but don’t be too religious. What does that mean? Should I understate the 

incredible work God has given us in Jesus? Should I play down the expectation of 

salvation, the fundamental belief of Christians in life beyond mortal death?  

The attitude is common in our community. Hope in the church is diminished. 

Some of this is the fault of an institution which has failed people in many ways. 

Sometimes it is the fault of Christians who, like the disciples, lack the faith in God 

to really believe that the body of Christ will not fade away and die. The disciples 

thought they would perish in the storm and could not understand why Jesus, 

despite being exhausted from his work during the day, would sleep in the boat 

while the wind and sea threatened to upend them into the water. What their lack 

of faith revealed was lack of faith in God to save them because God’s work 

depended on Jesus’ ministry all the way to the cross. Is it the lack of faith of 

Christians today in God to believe that the church has work to do in a world of 

increasing faithlessness which brings us to the brink, which causes us to really 

examine our purpose in being? 

God did not abandon the disciples in the storm. Jesus stilled the raging conditions 

and calm prevailed. The disciples saw who he really was that day, that God was in 

him. God will not abandon the church now in a different kind of storm, but God 

calls us through Jesus to have faith and not be afraid. God is with us, and the 

church is the body of Christ. 

Who is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him? This is Jesus Christ the 

Lord, the Son of God, in whose name the church stands. Take hold of your faith 

and believe. 


