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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

On this second Sunday in Lent we continue our journey with Jesus to the cross. It’s a 

journey we make each year, yet each year is significant in different ways, according 

to where we are placed at this time in our life’s path. Why do we even observe Lent 

when the world around us appears unimpacted by the suffering and death of Jesus 

Christ? It is easy to assume just this, that the world is unimpacted, but that doesn’t 

mean individual people are unimpacted. The spiritual journey of individuals with 

Jesus may be real and lived fully. It is just that many times we don’t hear about these 

journeys. Spiritual people are seldom vocal and out there about their life of faith. 

Faith is deeply personal, and that is sufficient for spiritual people. 

And for the individual along the way the personal is indeed sufficient. It’s just that 

the life of the church, the community that Paul the apostle speaks about in his 

teaching, is not built up by silent faith. Sometimes we really need people to be out 

there, branding their faith that others may see it, and perhaps the world be impacted 

by it. Because our faith isn’t really personal at all. We are baptised into membership 

of the body of Christ, the church throughout the world.  

Abraham’s faith wasn’t personal, although the message from God came to him as an 

individual person. The results of his faith were more far reaching, to the multitude of 

the nations to which he was named ancestor, including we today. God made a 

promise to Abraham, and this promise was a critical turning point in the life of the 

people of Israel. It was this promise that enabled those who were not Jews to share 

in the inheritance promised by God to Abraham and his descendants. God made a 

covenant, strong and binding, not legal, but deeply made out of faith, stronger even 

than law. God said, ‘You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations.’ 

These nations are wider than Jews. These nations reach to the ends of the earth. And 

so the faith of Abraham had to be exceedingly strong.  

Throughout Paul’s letters is an underlying and sometimes overt interplay between 

the law and faith. The law is of course that which was given to Moses and developed 

by the Jewish people into the body of literature known as the Torah. These laws 
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extend beyond the ten commandments and incorporate the minute details of 

everyday living and virtually every aspect of human relationships.  

Yet despite having given the law to Moses, God promised Abraham that faith would 

enable him to become the ancestor of many nations, not the law. Whose faith? We 

can only suppose that Abraham was called to go where mere law could not go. Law 

given by God is very clear. However human beings from the beginning of time have 

learned to manipulate and distort the law and all sorts of injustices have prevailed. 

Why else would 85% of the world’s population live at the brink of survival? Why else 

would only a small minority of the developed world enjoy the benefits of power and 

success and material comforts? 

Abraham was an old man. This is emphasised by Paul in the letter to the Romans, 

when he speaks of the deadness of Abraham’s body, presumably in his capacity to 

reproduce. For Abraham, the prospect of he and Sarah having children at their 

advanced age was a futile hope.  

In the new experience of faith for Abraham, God made a promise to him that there 

would be not only a child, but many, many descendants. It is a promise not made 

true through human acts and the structures of the law. It is a promise that draws out 

human faith in the capacity of God to go beyond what appears to be possible. It’s like 

when we pray for the seemingly impossible to happen – no human means of 

intervention can enact the miracle, but God can do miracles, God acting in and 

through whatever means God chooses.  

Abraham was called to have a faith beyond the literal and normative faith of the 

people around him. He was called to take God’s promise so seriously that later in the 

record of Genesis he would even lay his own son, the one promised to him by God, 

on an altar of fire for the sacrifice because God asked him to do it. He so utterly 

trusted God that he was prepared to hand over the dearest thing to him, knowing, if 

not understanding why, God’s wisdom to be greater than his own. 

There is a massive difference between law and faith. When people operate under the 

law, they are certain of the parameters, the space within which to function. When an 
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employee makes a contract with an employer, she is bound to undertake the 

business contained within the contract. The employee does not believe she will be 

paid a wage for work undertaken, she knows she will be paid, providing she keeps 

her side of the contract. 

A promise is different. The sharing of a promise means that the person receiving the 

promise believes the one delivering the promise will be honest and fulfill all that he 

says. A promise is contained within the bounds of gift and is therefore susceptible to 

grace. Grace is not conformed to law. 

If the inheritance of God is given to those who solely obey the law, then both faith 

and the promise have lost meaning. Grace cannot work within human confines.  

Some churches today it seems, have reverted to a more basic understanding of 

human works and the rigid interpretation of the bible as law. They are the Pharisees 

of this age, who manipulate the bible to suit them and who show the outward 

appearance of piety yet who inwardly are concerned more with self-advancement 

and the judgement of others than they are with the justice and all-inclusive love of 

God. 

Abraham and Sarah had a child in their old age, Isaac, who became great and who 

called many followers of God. The promise came true because Abraham believed in 

God’s word through his faith.  

We can’t see faith. Faith is something that lies within each person. The outward 

effects are evident in the way a person lives and acts. We are descendants of 

Abraham and we are therefore called to have the same faith. It is a big thing to live 

up to, especially as we learn that Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the law of God. He 

is the one whose faith in God was so absolute that it drove him to the cross.  

Jesus knew what was ahead of him well before that last entry into Jerusalem and the 

events of the last few days of his life. The disciples lack his faith. They love him and 

don’t want him to die. Whoever would want someone they love to die? No wonder 

Peter took Jesus aside to tell him off when he began talking about rejection and 
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death. What Peter simply could not understand was that God had called Jesus to this 

way, the way of the cross. And we are called as new disciples to allow Jesus to die for 

the sake of our mortal weakness. The faith of Abraham calls us to take up our cross 

and follow Jesus all the way to the grave, no matter that we lose the life we are 

accustomed to living and enter a different and more demanding way.  

Lent challenges us to do things differently. This Lent may our faith be outwardly 

visible rather than the silent thing we carry with us. May our personal relationships 

with God be reflected in the way we interact with others, with the upbuilding of our 

community of faith, the church, to which we are called to belong. May we deny the 

self-centredness within us and hand ourselves over to God, whose promise is 

unwavering and true, and by which we may journey the whole way to the cross with 

Jesus and live again on the other side of death, in the new life of Easter Day. 


