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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Today’s gospel passage calls us to think deeply about the things that are 

important to us and to consider if these are the things of real value, or if they are 

useless things in the scheme of the kingdom of heaven. What really matters to 

you? I am sure if you think about it enough you will know it is not your bank 

balance or investment income, your nice house or the special things in your 

house. In the present time of uncertainty, we are all seeing investment income 

plummet and financial security for the future turn to quicksand. This does make 

us feel anxious about the future, especially if we considered we were going to be 

alright in the years ahead. No one could have predicted the events of 2020 and 

beyond.  

But what has changed that is of real value? No matter the higher intentions we 

set, the economy of a nation and financial markets are important for the 

functioning of the world as it has turned and been shaped. Even now Australians 

are beginning to see how the selling of major assets to overseas corporations and 

the movement of manufacturing overseas has created significant unemployment 

and resulted in low quality importation of essential products. When the crisis of 

2020 happened, the overseas shift has hit us hard. What does it mean that we can 

no longer make essential products on our home soil? What does it mean that the 

stock of petroleum fuel in Australia will only last for two weeks if the overseas 

supply stops? We have become so reliant on the overseas market and the 

reciprocity of trade relations that when things don’t work so well in that area, we 

are left floundering. 

So, what is of real value if we cannot rely on the economic staples which have 

seen us through difficult times in the past, but which are no longer assured? As I 

reflected on Jesus’ words during the week I remembered when I was younger and 

a new parent. We had three children aged four years and under. Both Trigg and I 

were still quite young. The world stopped and restarted for us. I think some of 
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those years were of blur of trying to just get through. Financially it was hard with 

just one very low and unstable income for many years, especially as I studied to 

gain qualifications which back then seemed an abstract goal and we wondered 

many times if it was worth it. It’s hard to enjoy raising children when you are 

constantly wondering if you can afford to buy the groceries for the week.  

We have been blessed in recent years with grandchildren. Being young parents 

has also made us young grandparents, which is great for all the fun things we can 

do together. There are many things we have done with grandchildren that we 

were not able to do with our own children and I have sometimes wondered what 

it would be like if things had been different. Maybe that is the sort of thing 

grandparents think of, but even so I am left with lots of questions. I don’t think 

the real value in things has changed, however. Like the treasure in the field or the 

pearl of great price, the kingdom of heaven is waiting to be discovered and for 

people to let go of everything that they think is valuable and reach out and take 

hold of it.  

The kingdom of heaven is not measured in material value like the financial market 

indexes, but it is a qualitative value with which nothing else can compare. 

Therefore, the good fish are put into the baskets to be sold and the poor fish 

thrown away. The quality of the fish or whatever product, is not a financial 

measure, unlike some of the products that come to our retails markets, cheaper, 

but poorer quality, made quickly in sweatshops by poorly paid workers who have 

no opportunity even to reflect on a life that may be different if they were treated 

well and paid according to the hours they worked rather than the market to 

which they are enslaved. 

And so, the master of the household selects the quality items from his treasure, 

the old and the new, recognising that the value of the treasure is greater than the 

sum of money it will fetch. The kingdom of heaven cannot be measured in money 

terms. That is why Jesus tells us not to store things up for a future that may never 
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be. In another parable Jesus teaches about the rich fool who stored grained for 

the future and assured himself that he had goods enough for many years (Luke 

12.13-21). When his life was demanded of him, what use was all the grain? The 

grain would be sold off and become the property of another. Real treasures are 

those things that are collected for God. These things are the substance of the 

kingdom of God. They are things not accountable in financial or material terms. Of 

what material value is love, selfless service, mercy and compassion for another? It 

has no value in money because money is absolutely worthless in the accounting 

of God. When you work out what is of real value, then the kingdom of heaven has 

come near. 

If we return to the question about value, we can confidently say that no matter 

what else is happening around us, nothing has changed that is of real value, not in 

God’s sight. Human beings continue to be loved unconditionally, even when we 

keep making mistakes and keep turning away from God as a source of hope and 

assurance. Even in 2020 when we are challenged significantly and our whole 

lifestyles affected and God doesn’t get much public attention, God still loves us 

and calls us back to him, as God called the people of Israel through the salvation 

history of the Old Testament. Stop in your busy lives and think for a while about 

your treasure and what is of most value to you. Think about how God calls you to 

put aside the worthless things and come to him. May your journey be full and 

blessed with the quality things that make up the kingdom of God.  

 

 


