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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Today I want to speak a little more about the expansion of our mission here at St 

Luke’s. As I do this, I hope you will not feel tired or think we have heard enough of 

all of this stuff. I would really like you to engage with our missional ideas and join 

in, say what you think, really believe that the church will live into the future. Now 

that we have been back at church in person for a few weeks it is important that 

we assess where we are as a community of disciples called to the work of Jesus 

Christ himself. It seems like ages ago that we worked together on our mission 

action plan, but really it was only the beginning of the year that we put in some 

hard thinking and planning. However, it is easy to forget, to lose track of our path, 

especially when the world has rapidly changed and is continuing to change 

around us.  

I’m not sure the Christian Church has managed societal change to the degree we 

are experiencing now for many generations, certainly within living memory. There 

have been plagues and diseases, pandemics and wars and all sorts of disruption, 

but in the past the world was not as connected as it is now, not as dependent on 

the global economy. Human beings have established massive interconnected 

empires and they are built on fragile ground, like the sand that washes away 

when there is a storm and the beach is rendered bare. How tempting to let the 

waves take us out to sea, to give way to the current and lose sight of our 

objectives, forget our purpose, to paddle uselessly, being tossed to and fro. What 

good is it if we are lost at sea for the mission of God? Without focus we shift 

ourselves into a personal survival only attitude. 

For Christians in the contemporary society of a country like Australia, it is a 

constant challenge to maintain and uphold the gospel of Jesus Christ when from 

everywhere around us material values vie for supremacy over the spiritual. These 

are the things of the flesh that Paul continues to speak about in today’s passage 

from his letter to the church in Rome. In addition, in the year 2020, the church 
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and its members are experiencing the effects of a worldwide out of control 

disease which threatens to destabilise our operations. When churches are closed 

by secular authority you know the world has really changed. Don’t think for a 

minute that I am saying that they should not have been closed – I think our backs 

were against the wall and choices were not there for us. The health and wellbeing 

of the whole population was at stake and thank God the Australian political 

leaders have chosen the welfare of the people over denial that the world will sink 

once again into an economic depression. The cold historical statistic is that 

serious plagues have taken out one third of a population of an affected area. The 

problem in 2020 is that because of the ubiquitous travel and the economic 

interconnectedness of diverse countries across the world, the pandemic-affected 

area is the whole world, not just a local area. Like a tsunami pushing inexorably in 

from the sea, change has arrived, and we must adapt everywhere around the 

world.  

Last week we heard encouragingly from Archbishop Geoff Smith about growth 

and life and the value of our hard work to date. I hope you were inspired to 

believe that we can continue to develop our mission and engage deeply with the 

community around us, to mutually give and receive. Paul says that in hope we 

were saved. This is the hope that Jesus held for his friends and followers when he 

went to the cross, and for us generations later, that we do not give way to the 

material and inconsequential matters of the physical world. These things can 

draw us away from ever believing there is hope in anything other than money and 

science. True life belongs to those who can put aside the pressure of the material 

things and practice the spiritual life that leads to God. 

Paul uses the language of adoption and birth through this passage. His thinking 

recalls the faith of Abraham, who enjoyed adoption and became the ancestor of 

those who believed without the trappings of formal Jewish religion (Rom 4.1-12). 

The Spirit of God transforms the adoption motif into the lived reality of being 
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children of God. Accepting ourselves as children of God makes us heirs of the 

hope that we may transcend mortal and fleshly dependence and fulfil the hope 

for which Christ died.  

Paul’s reflection here encompasses the whole creation, not just human beings. It 

is ecologically aware thinking which calls him to say that the creation waits with 

longing for the revealing of the children of God. One cannot help but wonder if 

the abuses of the creation, the natural world in which we live as a global human 

community, have exacerbated the current crisis. The polluted and choking Earth 

has cried out for release, and for now at least, without international travel and 

reduced interstate travel the skies are virtually clear, even if the oceans continue 

to be filled with plastic and the trees cut down. The Earth longs for cleansing. She 

groans in a labour that waits in hope for the birth of a new generation of God’s 

children who will love and nurture the world because they value God who gives 

them true life.  

Human society is straddling eras at present and the church is hovering at the edge 

of one world, uncertain whether to step into the next. We do not know what is 

next. We simply cannot see into the new world and every day something has 

changed again. Paul says that we are saved through hope. He reflects deeply on 

Jesus’ own teaching and in this letter, he draws out the substance of his teaching 

that builds up the church of God for generations to follow. Our mission planning, 

which is based in our vision, is founded on hope, hope which we cannot see. We 

cannot see what an open community of faith looks like or how we are inspiring 

and encouraging others in knowing Jesus Christ. We are taking steps to get there 

but we are not there yet, and we continue to hope for what will emerge, the 

things we cannot see. 

Faith is like that – we cannot see it, but we hope in it. Without hope human 

beings are reduced to self-serving individuals, intent on building themselves at 

the expense of the community. This lack of hope is part of what we witnessed 
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when the supermarkets were cleared out of essential goods. Functioning 

communities hold together because they share hope for the future. The Christian 

community must have hope for the future. This is why we have a vision and a 

mission plan. We are building a space for people to be inspired and encouraged to 

know Jesus, to share our hope for what we cannot properly see, to become the 

emerging new church in a newly emerging age. 

Please pray for our mission action plan and listen for God to guide us in the hope 

we cannot see. Pray that we may not be consumed with the material pressures of 

the changing world but may be led by the Spirit of God. May we be children of 

God building a community of faith formed in love, hope, mutual respect and 

openness to go where the Spirit leads. 


