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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

How many of you remember a time when there was respectable media, when the news 

reporters were worthy of real attention? When I was a child – and yes, this sounds like a 

person talking who has suddenly become aware of their real age – the family used to sit 

down at half past six, when Doctor Who had finished, to watch the evening news on 

ABC. The headlines were really important, and I always got told off for talking in the last 

five minutes when the weather came on. News was not a flow of information like it is 

today, sensationalised and disorganised, intended to confuse, fracture and frighten 

people listening, to create panic and harm.  

Reliable media underpins a secure and democratic country, giving unbiased information 

to the people, enabling them to have a voice in response to important issues. Australia 

ought to be confident in its media. Australia is a secure country with a good standard of 

living, a comparatively stable political environment and a democracy that generally 

works. 

Yet news today is a base for building power, for aggressive tactics, for pushing agendas, 

especially for the new era of elitists distorting the foundations of the left wing of 

politics. I, like many others, did not like Donald Trump. However, when Donald Trump 

was president the news feeds were flooded with segments on how corrupt and terrible 

the man was. It was almost as though he were Satan himself. Australian news was like 

American news. Sometimes I think we knew more about American politics than what 

was going on here in Australia. The Trump era displayed many things about Australian 

media. 

The elitist power base disguised as the left wing that the media mostly represent has 

nothing to do with the ideals of being left, of standing alongside the underdog. The poor 

still have no voice because they are without influence – and this is an age of influencers. 

The perspective of environment has coverage only when it serves to undermine a 

political decision, or a public figure who is easy to tear down. How quickly the news 

passes on and out of the public interest. 
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Last Wednesday night David Datson and I attended the Tea Tree Gully Council 

Community Grants presentation evening. Among the many groups being presented with 

certificates was a woman representing the Uyghur Women’s group. I learned from 

Rohanna things about the persecution of this minority ethnic group mostly living in 

China that I did not know – or that had been mentioned in the media for a short time 

before other news supplanted interest and we never heard mention again. Rohanna 

talked about the local women raising awareness of the situation for this ancient, but 

numerically significant group of people who are mostly living in China. Persecution of 

this Moslem ethnic minority group has become especially prominent since 2014 with a 

programme of systematic sterilisation of women, forced labour which amounts to 

slavery, vocational training camps for up to a million people at a time intended to instil 

the communist ideology. The situation amounts to little less than attempted genocide. 

I felt humbled as Rohanna talked about her people. How quickly they have passed from 

the public news into obscurity except for those with vested interests.  

Instead, the media headlines vacillate between lockdowns, vaccinations, isolation, and 

who is to blame. Australia must appear from the outside as an island of frantic tail 

chasing people with no direction, inward looking and hobbled out of action. 

Perhaps I should not be talking about politics from the pulpit, but today I think I don’t 

care. When in many parts of the world apart from China where the Uyghur people are 

persecuted, many other situations of gross abuses of human rights are happening, then 

our mainstream news is trying to identify and vilify anyone who has tested positive with 

COVID across the country, including stationing cameras outside schools and workplaces, 

and 12 million Australians are in lockdown. I need some perspective.  

Jesus faced many challenges in his ministry, including inept political leadership and 

corrupt and broken systems trying to keep people contained and powerless. His words 

and actions were from no position of elitist left wing trying to represent causes which 

might win popularity. Jesus became poor. He became weak. He deliberately placed 
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himself where he was certain to incur outrage and disgust. Yes, he would touch diseased 

people. He spoke with women. He healed those with sicknesses and disabilities who 

would otherwise be considered full of sin and unloved by God. Recall the bleeding 

woman, the leper on his knees, the blind beggar, the paralytic unable to move himself, 

the woman alone at the well. 

They took offence at him, reviled him. In his hometown people did not believe him and 

their unbelief astounded him, even as his wisdom was beyond what they were capable 

of comprehending. Sometimes we need to upset things, restore what has been lost, 

stop when creative ideas are replaced with vote wining propaganda and say it is 

enough. Our comfortable society has had a huge shake up with the impact of the 

pandemic. We are kicked out of complacency, and we don’t know what to do next. 

People in positions of power and authority are scrabbling for something to hold onto, 

even when it means pulling someone else down.  

People have forgotten that being weak is a strength against self-elation, as Paul says. As 

the fundamentals of Christianity drift out of the wider public vision, when generations of 

people rise into positions of authority with no background of faith, no knowledge of a 

tradition which teaches things deep and essential to what it means to be human, then 

the population fall prey to fear and anxiety. They rush to the shops to do what is 

familiar, they panic buy, strip the aisles of toilet paper, and suddenly we realise we are 

in the same place we were twelve months ago when the chaos of disease and the threat 

of death landed upon us like an unwelcome guest, heavy and unwilling to move. 

St Paul found a thorn in his flesh. The thorn made him aware of his limitations, kept him 

from being arrogant and boastful, in danger of the sin of hubris against God. Paul 

laments the thorn even as he learns that its sharp pain reminds him of his weakness 

before God, helps him remember that instead of taking advantage of his power over the 

new Christians, that Christ was the perfect example of strength in weakness. On the 

cross Jesus became weak, despised and disempowered. Yet all these perceptions came 

through human eyes. Human eyes fail to see the strength in aligning oneself with the 
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poor and suffering – to do so is to let go of the trappings of power and authority and 

come down to the level of the ground where there is dirt, stench, heavy pain, where 

people weep and grieve and long for release.  

Jesus endured the cross to show that strength is not with the strong. God sides with the 

poor all the way to the grave.  

Perhaps the pandemic is the thorn in our flesh. It irritates us and we want to do what we 

have always done in our daily living, and we are being held back, made to stall our usual 

lifestyle, wait without knowing what will happen next, listen to rounds of people whose 

names we forget, who exacerbate our confusion. At the same time the Uyghur people 

are bearing tremendous suffering.  Behind them stand millions of others who are 

disenfranchised and suffer silently. Paul prefers to be like them, after Christ, knowing 

that power is made perfect in weakness and then when one is weak then one is truly 

strong. Being left is more about being weak than being outwardly strong and 

underhandedly powerful. It is the place Paul found himself, scratching at the irritating 

thorn, constantly reminded that Christ walked these steps himself. 

May we be reminded of everything Christ became incarnate into – the dirt and grime of 

human life, the nearness we all stand to suffering and poverty, our own hands in 

creating and destroying. May the Lord grant us perspective to see the faces of those 

around us, to stop looking inwardly, to embrace our thorn and believe in our own 

weakness. The Lord bless us and keep us through these days. Amen. 


