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+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

This Sunday is the usual day of Pentecost in the church year. In 2020 I hope that 
by deferring the celebration until next week we may have more people in church, 
or even outside church when I light the Paschal Candle. Even if it is only twenty 
people it is worth waiting. And so, this week is a week of waiting for the Holy 
Spirit. In the gospel reading, which is an alternate set for Pentecost, the people 
hear that there is no Spirit yet, because Jesus was not glorified. The reading 
comes from chapter seven of John’s gospel. Jesus and the disciples are in 
Jerusalem for the Festival of Booths. He is in the temple speaking about the 
Messiah and the Pharisees are unsettled and defensive at his words. Talk about a 
prophet and whispers about Galilee surge like a wave about to crash over the 
beach, smashing a carefully constructed sandcastle, crafted without a foundation 
in God. 

We know the Spirit is always with us. She has been present since she breathed 
over the waters of Earth at creation. The Spirit participates in the eternal 
relationship of the Holy Trinity, along with the Father and the Son. She was there 
before, is now and will be after. The presence of the Spirit referred to in this 
gospel passage means something else, however. It means the overwhelming and 
tangibly present Spirit that came with the wind and fire of the Pentecost that 
birthed the church. This event had to happen after Jesus had died, was raised and 
had ascended into heaven. In John’s gospel the sequence of Jesus’ death, 
resurrection and ascension is known as his glorification.  

Waiting for the Holy Spirit is a lesson in patience. I am given these days to feel 
stifled by impatience. I want this waiting to be over. I am not usually an overly 
cautious person, but here we are wearing the baggage of caution and stalled by 
inaction. Yet the disciples waited for the Spirit, the Spirit Jesus described as living 
water, picking up an image from the well in Samaria when he spoke with an 
outcast woman. From the Old Testament the prophet Joel speaks about the spirit 
poured on the people, on all flesh, afterwards, the texts reads, afterwards… After 
what? After what God has appointed and in God’s time. And so must my 
impatience rest and trust in God build to the point where the Spirit is poured out 
in new blessings. 
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The world continues to spin, and human milestones come when they are due. We 
are at the brink of another great moment in human history as the first 
commercially funded spaceflight prepares for launching. Some of you may recall 
our commemoration in church of the fifty-year anniversary of the first landing on 
the moon. What a time to look backward and now forward. How the bulky space 
suits of the Apollo 11 mission have been exchanged for the sleek fitting, Star Trek 
look of the pair of new travellers in the Space X craft and how they herald a new 
era of travel and an exciting hope for the future. It is a good distraction from the 
bleak news of pandemic and death and despair. It helps us remember that as the 
prophet Joel said long ago, old men still dream dreams and the young have visions 
which inspire and generate new things. 

The Space X launch is new and exciting, even as it is tempered not just by COVID-
19 but by injustice, poverty, violence and destruction. A police officer has 
murdered a black man in Minneapolis in America. A woman with cerebral palsy 
was left to die of neglect in a chair in Australia. Aboriginal people are still fighting 
for claim of ancestral lands. There is not enough food, clean water and medicine 
in too many parts of the world, hidden even in economic affluence. As these 
things are exposed the worst of human behaviour is laid bare. And still the Spirit 
comes. She comes with power and might and she comes when it is her time.  

The world will recover and so will the church. The Holy Spirit is deeply invested in 
the church and the Christ is a high stakeholder, overseen by God the Father. We 
wait to celebrate the coming of the Holy Spirit on the disciples, praying that as 
Jesus prayed, we may be one, unified as the body of Christ. A prophet did arise 
once in Galilee, breaking expectations, even as this prophet fulfilled the scripture 
of descent from David and birth in Bethlehem. The prophet remains with us still, 
alive in our faith. 

Let us pray. God of life we bring before you the world in its brokenness and 
despair, in its signs of greatness and wonder. Help us to wait with patience and 
hope, confident that you are with us, in Christ and in the Spirit. We wait, Lord, we 
wait for you. Amen. 


