
+ In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

Today is Palm Sunday. It is the day we also read from the passion sequence in the 
gospel, this year from Matthew. The passion sets the scene for entering Holy Week. 
It’s too long for me to read today in the context of this remote service, where you 
are at home and I am in an empty church, but I commend you to read Matthew 
chapters 26 and 27 some time during this coming week.  

Today we recall that Jesus entered Jerusalem, humble and mounted on a donkey. 
This image is the antithesis of the triumphal entry of the Roman generals into the 
holy city. Within another lifetime such an entry would have happened when towards 
the end of that first century after Christ the Romans razed the temple to the ground. 
This began a new era of exile. The Jews became a scattered people, separated from 
the temple, that locus of God’s presence with them in the world. We find ourselves 
in that very situation today, separated from our church, from the place we go in the 
freedom to worship. This is our time of exile, and like the Jewish people, we will 
remain connected, find new ways of being church, be creative and deepen our faith 
relationship with God. 

This week I want to focus us on the quality of humility. We human beings naturally 
resist humility. Deep down don’t we all want to win, to be first, better, excel over 
others? Why else do we play competitive sport, gather to watch teams of players in 
huge arenas engage in combat around a ball or a bat? When our team wins, we can 
vicariously enjoy the victory of being first and best. 

Jesus turns all this around. He appears at the gates of Jerusalem mounted not on a 
war horse, but on a donkey with the assortment of friends and followers he has 
gathered during the brief three or so years of his ministry. The image casts us back to 
Christmas, where his mother Mary heavily burdened with child, entered Bethlehem.  

Jesus doesn’t come in first. The whole thrust of his ministry is a based on a deep 
incarnational theology of the first shall be last and the last shall be first. Nowhere 
better is this expressed than in the section of text we’ve heard from Paul’s Letter to 
the Philippians. This text is one of the liturgical hymns of the Bible, likely sung in 
worship in the early church before anything was written down. It has rhythm and 
flow, a quality we can identify as prose verse.  

In this profound message we hear that God, the divine presence, is emptied into a 
human form, into Jesus, the baby born in Bethlehem. God became humble and lowly 
to reveal the whole plan and purpose for humankind. This is the Christ in Jesus who 
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would show forth salvation to the world, that the end of life is not dust and 
emptiness, but life, connected and fulfilled.  

The current situation which causes us to be isolated and anxious, angry, fearful, 
confused, is an opportunity for us to call forth the quality of humility which Jesus 
expressed so powerfully. Made in the image of God, every human being has inbuilt 
humility. It’s a high quality, and more frequently do we act out of the baser 
instinctive fight/fast, bigger/stronger, smarter/better ways which become our 
default mode of life – even within the church. In his teaching, Paul places these 
things neatly into the things of the flesh. Paul speaks about spiritual things which 
elevate us over the instinctive desire to be first in order to survive. Humility belongs 
to the spiritual things. 

Therefore, people living with a disability have an advantage over those with no such 
limitations because they must call forth and live out of humility each day of their 
lives. Remember humility is not the same as humiliation. Too many people group 
these two things together; humility and humiliation. In doing so we act from the 
baser instincts of the first shall be first and the last shall remain last. Humiliation is 
where we subject another person to shame and ridicule, where we bully and demean 
them, exclude and speak badly. Humility is the Christ action that kneels before 
another to tend and care with love, that reaches out a hand, that speaks kindly, 
reacts thoughtfully. Humility is the God-action which brings us to the table of the 
Last Supper, to the washing of feet, to the laying bare of humanity to scorn and lash, 
to the cross of divine-human death on the Friday we call Good. 

We see a lot more humility in the community now that our privileges and freedoms 
are taken from us. Have you seen the chalk messages on pavements outside of homes 
as people greet and cheer one another? Have you seen the efforts to get to know 
neighbours, to make sure people are ok? Community is being rediscovered in a very 
new way. 

Christ Jesus did not exploit the opportunity and abuse his divine power. He 
transcended that test in the wilderness at the beginning of his Lent. Instead he took 
the lowest form of human being, a slave, and exalted himself in that form, even to 
death on a cross. This is the beginning of the Easter story. Enter this Holy Week with 
reverence and awe, and with the humility that was in our Lord Jesus.
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